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PREFACHE.

There appear  to be noworls on Luerary entiersm
im Nanskrit langnage connimg up to modemn raste and
requirements.  Ttas true that rhe well-known 1vhetori-
erans hke Dandin, Vamana, Kshemendiaand Manmata
Biave shown the method of pudemg  the faults and ex-
cellences of genume poetry  Kavvam) with the subtie-
tv, acumen and precision of a mind named in the
~chools of Gawtama, Kanada o Panmi.  The carego-
yical defimitions and andon allnstiations of the ment
and demerit of ideas and expressions do novsatisty the
cravings of a modern mind. which seeks <olace and
pleasure 1 the poetical productions of genine poets
hke Kalidasa. There have heen no attewpts to
review anv of the Kavyams asa whole. to dehneate
“he taste and favourite ideas of the poets and to exa-
mine the proprietv of the similes and expressions in a
comparative and eritical method.  This work is an
attempt to supply the want and T leave it to scholars
to judge how far the same answers to the ideal et
whoy e,

There might be differences b views inregard ro

~ome of my opimons, snegestions and inter pretations
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ot the wathots idias [ do ot pretend that iy views
oughit i be accepted as couclusise: but few ~cholar -
will deuv that these 1dea~ and aspects of the quistions

have the advantage of setting  the pandit~s think wi g
grarne, ta which their minds have not beenaceustowed

Faen the Western scholars who devote  their litc-
tine wd energy to the study of Sauskrit works wie
mostls canied away by thei love ot tixing the elono-
logy of the works trom sitting internal aund esternal
esvidence and of bulding up the history of ancient
Tndi and do not attempt to create a taste for the study
ot poetical works i Sanskiit by means of literary aint
criticism o the way in which Gervinus or Dowden
haul done with reference to Shakespeare’s works. [ wu
not rinmindful of the services rendered to Sanshrit by
the Western savants o1 of the utility of the historieal
and cowpatative method ot study ot the lunguage and
literature maugurated by them, but these works can-
not be considered complete unless the art eriticism =
also developed with reterence to Sauskrit works.  The
torwer trains the mand: while the larter refreshes it
Thus it would appear that v work is the firet of s
kind

It iy object inthese tew pages to attempt wi o
eritical study ol Raghusamsa. In building up a de-
tarled review of the cuntos. 1 have also attempted t.
answer the questions hke—

.
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() What wa~ the ohject ot Kahdasa in numing

the family after Raghu in preference to
the sun, the Vaivaswata Manuor Rama:

(»)  What again wa- hi~ 1eason in fixing the
number of cantos at nineteen; :

(¢) How the work satisfies men of difierent tastes
and i what the excellenees of this work
consist:

() How the snles indicate the drfferent frames
ol the poet’s mind in wiiting the several
cantos:

(¢)  Whether the author wa~ mtucnced by the
artificial sty le of the 1hetoriciaus:

(#) How hir appropuate ~mules and modes ot
expressions indicate the human and divine
ideals set by him in the deliveation of hie
heroes like Raghu and Rama:

(g, What weic the cncumstances under which
the poet rejects the authority of Valmiki
in regard to the geneology ol Raghu's
tamily ;

(k)  What appears to be his idea of religion as
propounded from stray passages in the
wotk as well as his geographical knowledges

These questions are likely to mtevent the readers
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The wwep oppended 1o the book s intended -0 illus-
frate the toute ol Raghu as descuibed by the poct m
Canto IV a~ well as the kingdoms mentioned in th
other cantos.  The 1oute marked a~ well as the king-
doms wlentified may or may not be absolutely wceurate,
but the Pundit rignorant of Knglish) may hnd it m-
teresting and gather au idea of the shape and sive of
India with its geographical position of rhe well known
rivers and mountains.

Tt 1s possible that  Kalidasa owed Ins conception of
Hughn\ conquest to the deseription of Samudragupta’s
travels, but a compuison of the details in the two con-
quests would show that this is only a possithditv.

It 1s mv earnest desive that the Oriental savants will
help me with their suggestions for improving or modi-
fving anv of the views expressed in this little volume.
should thev happen to possess facts or arguwnents to
advance against the opinions o1 interpretations pro-
pounded by me.

My thanks are due to Vidwan R. V. Krishnama-
chariar, for the help he has rendered in corvecting the
proots and to the printers for the neat style in which
they have bronght out the work

MabRras.

29th May "0x. § R. Krishnamachariar.



INTRODUCTION

Mi. Keshnamachariar has asked me to weste a few
Ies by way of intioduction to the followme page~.
His qualifications for the task he has ser hefore him-
~elf ave high and the wav in whieh he b pertormed
it reflects eredit on his Sanskiit seholarship.his eritical
acumen and felicity of language  He has chosen the
somewhat novel field of hterany  eriticrsm ot Sanskrit
works.  We have annotations and commentaries m
plenty apon the more or less celebrated Kevyes.  The
wiiters are mere expositors of the meaning- of words
and phrases and of grammatical or other peciliarities.
Theyravely deviate into the move dithenlt field of eri-
fieism of poetie beauty. the deseription of seeues, the
delineations of character and the weaving of the plot.
Exeept. oceasional hints thrown out in the course of
verbal annotations, they never depart from their time-
honoured practice and tiv to seize the secret of the
poet’s power of blending literary expression with the
fine frenzv of the imagination. Mr. Krishnamachariar
has endeavonred to set an example to the world of pre-
sent-day Pandits in the art of true criticism in the
field of Sanskrit literature He has called to his aid
the tase and cnlture he has ncquired by the stndy of
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the mastews of hitevary cuiticism w Buglish Litetuture
The first poet he has selected for the illnstiation ot
the modern method of examination of the faultd and
beauties of poetic composition, is the great Kahdasa,
the best known and the most widely appreciated after
the authors of the great epics.  The work that he has
chosen is the Raghuvamsa, among the finest of the
productions of the author’s gemus.  He bas <ubjected
the nineteen cantos of this masterpicee to a detailed
review with reference tothe chauacters,seenes and inci-
deuts, the poet's magie power ol calling up most ten-
der and lovely  asoctations by suggestive wouds and
phrases, his supremelv happy similes and his liguid
sweetness of diction. It is impossible to sas that Mr.
Krishnamachaiiar 1s always happy in his many inge-
nious suggestions: it is not wnlikelv that Pandits and
scholars and  even the appreciative aveiage stu-
dent of Sauckrit literature might differ from lun as
regards some of the hidden heauties he discovers.
Amidst so much that is suggestive aud subtle and re-
treshing, it is no wonder that he has sometimes heen
led away by the excess of the fertility of his own con-
ceptions,

Mi. Krishnamachariar writes w0 charming sty le.
There is so little genuine prose in Sanskrit that Mr.
Krishnamachariar cannot be said to have any models
for the happy grouping of words aud phrases whick
flow {rom the tip of his pen. [t is nnfortunate that
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prose T~ nor had ars sarwal des eopment 1w the Sae-
krit language,  Proce-composttion has had 2 loug
caveér, but irs development has heen vers eavly arves-
ted. At the present day, we have, handed down to u~
only the poetic prose of Subandhu and Harshae and
Bana and Dandi loaded with lighly artiticial meta-
phors and suniles and  wtolernble verbal concetis.
Prose began m Sanskrit m the <imple sacrificial vales
of the Brahmana~. A later day usheved in the terse.
direct. and almost uspirmg utteranee of the Upeni-
shads.  The language of the Upanishads 1s sometiies
poetic. but it 1< the poetes of Nublime thought and of
soul-envapturing visions  Except when at hegine to
be mystic and then unmtelligib'e, Upanishadic prose
runs smaooth and elear.

The prose dialogues i the dramas of Kalidasa. short
an they genevally ave, <how the possibilities of the
language in the clear and happy combiuation of sense
and expression. Then followed an age, often regarded
as the Augastan period of Sanskrit literature, when the
rhapsodical and extravagautly allitexative prose of the
writers | have nawed, almost diskgured Sansknt ltev-
ature.  U'rose indeed was handled and of a high oder
by the great Conuventators of the Vedanta and other
systems of philosophies. hut 1t is ot a highly technieal
character, overlaid with the iutricacies of the particatar
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Spanch ot seienee o1 philosopby, often pached with
“honght of an abstruse deseviption. but it can never
tav elaim to be called Literature. Sankara holds a
high place among the masters of what I may be per-
nitted to call =Sastraie prose.” But in the very natuve
af things it s impossible to look for literature in the
handling ot subtle metaphysical —arguments. Mvr.
Krishnamachariar has shown that it is possible for the
present-dav  writer in a dead language to combine
gracefulness of style with the expression of novel ideas
and the charm of figurative language. One cannot
however resist the suspicion that the love of literary
sxpression has ~ometimes betrayed the author into the
pronouneing of judgments which cannot stand the test
of a close eritical  diserimination. He has not been
able to wean himself from the hvperholical style of
Sanskrit composition.

Tt i< often found necessarv by inferion writers to
cover poverty of thought by inflated  expression. T do
notisuppose that 1 <hall be mistaken to insinuate such
a charge against Mr. Krishnamachariar. He has done
2ood service to the Sanskrit-eading public and to the
twge majority of Pandits by setting hefore them a
fine model of Sanskrit composition to appreciate and
emulate  He has also opened up a new prospect to
the Pandit of appreciarion and enjoviment of the works
of the masters of Sanskrit litevature by a eritical ev-

.
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anmination of the canons of tine poetry and the extent
to which the clasical poet~ot Tnda have tapped the
sprufes of hterary enjoyment in the delmeation of
~cenes and chatacters, buman  passions  and  the
heauties  of nature  Mr. Keishnamacharian s best re-
ward will be when he succeed~ in inducing ~ome out ot
the lage number of  those who dehght 1 the ~tudy
of Sanskrit liter iture to follow in his wake.

V. Krishnaswamy [yer.
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